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TH£ PREFACE. 

TT will be feen that nothing- could 

have been more unexpeded than a 

call to preach thi's Sermon. But fuch 

an opportunity of imprefling the minds 

of my congregation with juft fenti- 

ments concerning death and the proper 

bujinefs of life, I thought was not to 

I ^ be negleded, and their partiality pre- 

; ^\ vailed upon me to publifh what I com- 

I «Yi pofed for their ufe. It was alfo a tri- 

[ ^ bute that I thought vjras due to the 

'. ^ memory of a very worthy, and a very 

extraordimu-y man, though one vnxk 

whom I had no previous acquaintance. 

The Editor of the work thlt Mr* 

j* Robinfon was printing at. the time of 

V his death will, I doubt not, be able to 

j jgive fome more particulars of his life 

than I am acquainted with, and alfo a 

corred: account of his publications. 

^ Being of a ftudious turn, and having 

acquired a habit of compofition, it is 

. A 2 prrbable 






H THE PfeEFACE. 

probable that, if he had lived long, he 
would have w^ritten much; and it can- 
not be quefticMied but that the public 
would have derived great benefit from 
his labours. But, by his own account 
to me, he had not reached his fifty- 
fourth year. 

As this is not a -^xg^^x funeral Sef- 
mon^ delivered in the prefence of Mr. 
Robinfon's family and friends, but was 
the refult of the impreflions made at 
the place where he died, it by no 
means fiiperfedes fiich a difcourfe as is 
ufually given in the place where a de- 
ceafed minifter has preached. 

Whoever be employed on that 
mournful occafion, I join my prayers 
with his, that the great Being who is 
the Father of the fatherlefs, and the 
widow's God^ may comfort all who 
mourn on this occafion, and that Mr. 
Robinfon's place, as paftor of the con- 
gregation, may be filled by another 
equally qualified, and equally afliduous 
in difcharging the duties of it. 

' May 
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May all minifters of the gofpel, of 
every denomination, devote themfelves, 
as he did, to the ferviceof the congre- 
gations entrufted to their care. Like 
him, and like Paul before him, may 
tk'^y not Jhun (Ads xx. 27) to declare 
the whole council of God, 2lxA feed the ~ 
flocks over which they are overfeers\ 
that when the chief Shepherd fhall ap- . 
peary they may receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away^ i Pet. v, 4. . . « : 



The following Extrads from a letter 
juft received from one of Mr. Robinfbn s 
family and congregation w^ill gratify my 
readers, and ferve as an authority for 
fome of the particulars advltticed;in the 
Sermon. 

" CheJiertoTiy June 1 2, 1790. 

** Mr. Robinfon has been decaying 
(though we were too fond of him to 
fuffer ourfelves to believe it) for the 
whole of the paft twelve months. 
He has not enjoyed one day's health 
all that time, though, as he told his 

phy--. 
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phyfician, he had not felt any bo- 
dily pain. He became by flow and 
imperceptible degrees greatly debili- 
tated ; but flill we had no idea of Co 
Hidden a diflblution. He had pro- 
mifed himfelf muchpleafure from an 
interview with you. We had filled 
our minds with the moft agreeable 
expe<ftations from this journey to Bir- 
mingham, both on his health and fpi- 
rits. But the hopes of all are blafted, 
and inftead of the beneficial effefts 
which we had foretold (fo oppofite 
has been the plan of the All-wise to 
our views) that it feems as if he had 
gone from home only to die. ^ Is it 
not difficult under fuch circumftances 
to fay, 7i6^ will of the Lord be donef 
But this our religion demands^ and it 
is in the "exercife of religion only that 
we can receive confoiation." 



" Mr. Robinfon feems to have died 
exadly, as, in the pofTefllon of perfed: ;i 

health, we have often heard him exprefs • 

a wifh that he might die — fuddenly— 

foftly 
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foftly--and alone ! His wiflies were al-^ 
ways a law to his family, and they feel 
themfelves, on this principle, much 
reconciled to the manner of his death. 
May we make them the laws of our 
condu£b in every other refped," 

** Mr. Robinfon was a truly great 
man* He has left in the hearts of all 
his friends imprefllons which will 
never be obliterated. His life laid 
great numbers under obligations of 
the higheft kind, whole bofoms his 
deceafe will fill with the deepeft re- 
gret. No man ever taught with fo 
much efFe<9: the benevolence and fim^ 
plicity of chriftianity, near followed 
the fteps of his great mafter with more 
pl^fure and fidelity. For many years, 
but efpecially (or the laft two or three 
of his life, he taught th^ dodrine of 
the unity of the great Caufe of all 
things, expreflly and efFe<ftually. I 
have often wifhed that a more inti^ 
mate connection had fubfifted be- 
tweeji you and him, I am fure it 

^ would 
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would have been a|:tended with much 
mutual pleafure, and, humanly fpeak- 
ing, with great benefit to mankind at 
large. He certainly poffeffed the fin- 
eft powers . of criticifm, judgment, 
reafoning, and elocution ; but he had 
not room for the exercife of his abili- 
ties, and the world will never know 
what they have loft in him. But I am 
not going to write his eulogium. You 
will forgive this tribute to the me- 
mory of my moft excellent and affec- 
tionate friend," 

*< We wifti that you would take as 
large a fhare as is convenient in the mi- 
nifterial part of the funeral fervice, 
and that you will, if there be no im- 
propriety in it, preach and print a 
iermon on the fad oc^afion,'' 



ERRATUM — ^P. 15,1, laft, for If A/«i,. read /^;«^. » / 

A SERMON, 
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SERMON, &c. 



BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT, WHOM HIS 

LORD, WHEN HE COMETH, SHALL FIND SO 

DOINC. 

Matt. xxiv. 46k 

A Very recent event, with which none of . 
^^ you can be unacquainted, or unafFe6l- 
ed, ' has drawn my attention to the words 
that I have read to you; and I hope it 
will not be unprofitable, if I take this op- 
portunity of enlarging a little on fuch re- 
flexions as they have fuggefted* 

It is, indeed, an extraordinary cafe, that 
the perfon who, fo lately as the laft Lord's- 
day, addrefled you from this very pulprt, 
dioftld have died in little more than twG 
days after, and that another fhould be now 
addreffing you on the occafiotl. Mr. Ro- 
binfon had, indeed, laboured for fome time 
under a diforder which had greatly weakeii- 

B ed 



a ON THE DEATH OF 

ed him. But ftill much vigour remained j 
fo that, judging by appearances, he might 
have recovered, or at leaft have continued 
a long time. But after fpending Tuefday 
in feemingly better health and fpirits than 
he had done fince his arrival among us, 
after eating his fupper on the evening of 
that day with as much appetite as ufual, 
and retiring without any complaint, he was 
found dead in his bed the next morning; 
and, by what was obferved, he muft have 
expired pretty early in the night* He had 
not himfelf, it was evident^ any apprehen- 
fion of his life being in danger ; and though 
it appears that his friends had for him, it 
was by no means of fuch immediate danger. 

What is more particularly awful, and 
inftruftive, in the event, is its being fo 
fudderiy and, confequently, fo unexpeSfed. 
JIappy will it be for us, if like him, we be 
found always ready y that whenever it fhall 
pleafe God to call us hence by death, we 
may have done the duties of life, and* re- 
ceive the blelJing pronounced upon the 
faithful fervant in my text, whom his Lord,, 
after a time of abfence, found doing what he 
had been ordered to do. 

As 
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As the parable is an inftru6tive one, I 
fhall recite the particulars of it. Our Lord, 
after foretelling the deftruclion of Jeru- 
falem, and alfo his own coming to judge 
the world (the time of which he himfelf 
did not know, but only that it would be 
j(]ddden and unexpe6led, like the coming of 
the flood upon the old world) exhorted his 
hearers to watchfulnefs. Thereforey lays he, 
ire ye alfo ready y becaufe in fuch an hour as ye 
think not the fon of man cometh. Who then is* 
that faithful and wife fervanty whom his lord 
hath made ruler over his houfeholdy to give 
them meat in due feafon. Bleffed is that fer^ 
vant whom his Lord when he cometh fhall find 
fo doing 'y that is fuperintending his affairs, 
and thofe who were employed under him. 
Verily y I fay unto youy he will make him ruler ^ 
over all his goods. But if that evil fervanf 
fhall fay in his hearty my lord delay eth his com^ 
ingy and fhall begin to fmite his fellow-fer-- 
vantSy and to eat and drink with the drunken i 
the Lord of that fetvant fhall come in a day 
when he looketh not for himy and in an hour 
that he is not aware of and fhall cut him afun- 
dery and appoint him his portion with the hypo^ 
crites. T!here fhall he weeping and gjiafhing of 
teeth. 

B Z This 



4 ON THE DEATH OF 

This, my brethren, reprefents the fittia-i 
tion of all mankind. We are all the fervants 
of Qod, and of Chrift. We have all a cer- 
tain duty appointed us to do; and, havkig 
received our inftruftions, we are for the 
prefent left to our own conduct, our mafter 
not appearing to give us any farther direc- 
tions, or interfering in the leaft with us. 
But the time .will certainly come when we 
Ihall be called to give an account of our 
conduct ; and we Ihall then receive accord- 
ing to it, And this time is quite uncertain, 
pn purpofe, no doubt, that we fhould be 
always on our guard. For with refpe6l to 
us, after death comes the judgment. Then 
the time of our probation expires, and the 
books of our account are fhut up; there 
being no WQrk^ or devifej no wifdonty or know-- 
ledge y in the grave ^ whither we are all hajling. 
And when we awake at the general refurrec- 
tion, it will only be to receive fentence ac- 
cording to what we have done, whether it 
ihall have been good, or whether it fliall 
Jiave beeij evil. 

In thefe circumftances well mjiy we cry 
put with the apoftle Peter, What tnan?ier of 
perfons ou^ht we all of us to be^ in all holy cony 

verfatioti 
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verfation and godlinefs. Certainly, we fhould 
live as thofe who expeft to die. Becaufe, 
diewemuft; and tliis care fhould be un- 
remitted, becaufe none of us can tell when 
it will be. We cannot tell what a lingle 
day, or even an hour, may bring forth. But 
though this event be unfixed with refpeft to 
our knowledge of it, it is abfolutely fixed in 
itfelf, and with refpefit to God. For he has 
not only appointed to all men once to die^ but, 
as we read in the book of Job, Inhere is an 
appointed time to every man upon earth. -"^He 
has fixed bounds nvhich we can neither pafs^ nor 
remove. . 

On this interefting fubjeft, I fliall make 
Q few obfervations. 

I. All men naturally put off in their 
own thoughts the time of their death, and 
fecretly flatter themfelves with the hope of 
long life. Though they fee others, in the 
fame circumftances with themfelves, called 
away by death ever}'^ day, foipe by difeafes, and 
pthers by fudden accidents j and though thefe 
events fometimes give them alarm, it pre- 
fently vanifhes, and they refume their former 
projefts, which often look far into futurity, 

with 
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with as mtuch confidence as ever; and they 
begin that to-day, which cannot be complet- 
ed in many years to come. . 

Now this delufion, as it may be called, is 
upon the whole a happy one* For withont 
it the bufmefs of life would not be done 
to any purpofe. If any man was to know 
that he fhould certainly die to-morrow, or 
within Bayj ftiort and limited time, he would 
undertake nothing great, and that would 
benefit polierity. Or, though fomie might 
have the magnanimity to do this, fuch gene- 
rous principles, and extenfive views, are not 
to be expected of mankind in general. They 
tope to enjoy the fruits of their labour, ^d 
their efforts would languifh if they thought 
that they were only labouring for others. 

The labours even of literary mep, which 
are defigned to reach pofterity, would be 
entered upon with much lefs vigour, and be 
executed with much lefs fpirit, arid confe- 
quently would not have the fame effeft, if 
the authors were to know that they Ihould die 
as foon as they were accomplifhed, without 
having any opportunity of knowing how they 
were received. Mr. Robinfon had finiflied, 

and 
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I 

and nearly printed off, a large work*, which 
I doubt not will be very valuable, and ferve 
the caufe of truth arid of mankind; and his 
long continued attention to it was pro- 
bably one of the remote caufes of his ill- 
nefs and death. But can we fuppofe that 
he would have ever undertaken it, if he had 
forefeen how fliort a time he had to live ? 
Such labour and iperfeverance are not to be 
expefted of men who have death in continual 
and certain profpeft. The idea of long life 
is abfolutely necefTary for thefe important 
purpofes; and for this reafon, no doubt, it 
has pleafed divine providence to keep death, 
as it were, out of our light, and that, in a 
general way, the near approach of it fhould 
furprizeus. 

2. The proper preparation for death does not 
at all depend upon our continual thinking of 
it. It would not only imbitter the enjoyment, 
but obftruft the labours, of life. Let men 
only purfue the bufmefs of thh life properly, 
and without particularly tliinking of an-* 
other ^ they will always be ready for it. Let. 

* It is a Hijiory cf Baptifm^ a large volume in quarto, 
printed by fubfcription ; and which, it is hoped, the friend^ 
of free inquiry and literary merit will encourage. 

men 
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men do what is right and honourable, what is 
beneficial to their families, their country, and 
the world, and at the fame time cultivate a 
fpirit of piety and gratitude to God, and a 
dependance upon his providence j and then let 
them freely indulge their views to the ut- 
moft bounds of human life, or beyond it. 
It will only give the greater extent, and the 
greater energy, to their purfuits. And 
though they fhould be carried off the ftage 
before they have accompliftied half their 
undertakings, death will find them prepared, 
and others may finifti what they have begun. 
By this means, alfo, they themfelves will do 
more than men of narrower views will be 
capable of. 

It is, no doubt, highly neceflary that men 
fhould know that they are to die, that there 
is another world after this, and that they^ 
fhould be informed what courfe of a6lions 
will prepare them to exchange one flate for 
^mother to the greateft advantage, that by 
this means they may form to themfelves pro-- 
per maxims for their condu6l in life. It is 
alfo expedient that men fhould think of 
death, and another wdrld, fo much as is ne- 
cefTary to make them adhere to thofe maxims. 

But 
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3But ah exprefs attention to them ogcafionally, 
in a Cairo hour, when the bufmefs of the 
(lay, or of the week, is pver, will imprefs 
them upon the mind as mtich as is neceflary 
for the purpofe ; fo that we may never 
.wholly lofe fight of tliem, and they may 
habitually influence our conduft, and keep 
us in the right path of life* And this 
they may do, though in th€ time of a6tioh 
they be not attended to at all* 

Thus, if a man have, a journey to perform^ 
it is fufficient that he think of the obje6l: 
of it, fo as to take his meafures properly^ 
before he fets out^ But after this he may 
purfue his journey, and with fpirit too, 
though he ,lhould give but little attention to 
the end or ufe of it. The moment that he 
fliould take a wrong road, he would recolle6t 
himfelf, and recover the right one* 

Such is the bufmefs of life. Whatever 
mr hand findeth to do^ if it be only right in 
itfelf, and proper for us to do, we Ihould 
do it with all our mighty giving our whole 
attention to it- But thjis we could not do 

C if, 
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if, at the fame time, we were continually in- 
terrupted with the thought of death and 
another world. Thoughts of this kimj 
would be' as foreign to our proper object, 
and as much obftruft our endeavours after 
it, as the thinking about any other thing. 

The conftant idea of death would both 
diminifh our ardonr in the proper bufmefs 
of life, and lead to that fear of it^ which, 
as Paul fays, fubjefts a man to perpetual 
bondage. Let us only be careful to a6t as 
becomes accountable creatures, aft the up- 
right and honourable part in life, do our 
iluty with refpeft to God and our fellow- 
creatures, and then, whether we think of 
death or not, it will never find us unprepar- 
ed. It may be unexpefted, but it will nevgr 
be unwelcome. 

It is, indeed, of all things to be defired, 
that death fhould come when we leaft think 
of it > becaufe it fpares us much diftreffing 
arid ufelefs apprehenlions *. Let the beft 

* Since this fermon was dcliveted I have been inform- 
ed that it was always the wifli of Mr. Robinfon that his 
death mi^ht be fudden. This was alfo the wiih of Dr. 

Taylor 



THE REV. R. ROBINSON. II 

of men know that 'he fhall certainly die at 
any particular period. Let it be after a 
week, a month, a year; or any certain num- 
ber of years, and he would not be half 
fo happy in that week, month, or year, as 
he would be with^the idea of the poffibility 
of its being after many years, though with 
the poffibility alfo of its coining, within 
a fingle day. 

In confequence of a man's knowing the 
exadl time of his death, he would, no doubt, 
think of it continually, and he would fpend 
much time in meditation and prayer. But 
this is not the proper bufinefs of human 
life. Meditation and prayer are only the 
means fo a certain end-, and it is very pof^ 
fible, in this as in other cafes, to give too 
much time and attention to the means, and 
thereby negledt the end. 

If the frequent thinking of death, joined 
with inceffant reading, meditation, and prayer, 

Taylor of Norwich and afterwards of Warrington, and 
they were both found dead in their beds, when there 
was no apprehenfion of immediate danger, in either of their 
cafes. 

C 2 were 
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were, the right plan of human life, we 
Ihould all become monks and nuns, fhut 
ourfelves up from all fociety, and confe* 
quently from the proper duties of it. But 
then we fhould find that our conftant thinks 
ing about death had not at all contributed to 
the proper preparation for it. We fhould 
incur the fentence of the /o/^/, though 
not that of the wicked fervant, and by no 
means that of the good and faithful one. We 
came into the world to do fomething, and 
not to do nothing, to a3fy and not merely 
to fbini, . And if we a6l at all, we muft at- 
tend to what we are about, or we ihall never 
do it as it ought to be done. 

We fee, then, that there is nothing to be 
regretted with refpeft to the fuddennefs of 
death, but that, on the contrary, if we live 
fo as that we {hall have no reafon to fear 
to die, the nipre unexpefted it comes the 
better, 

3. The place, the manner, and other cir-^ 

cumftances 9f rour ^ dfeadis, ♦are of little mo^ 

jnent. Mr. Rohfeiipn died at a diftance 

from his family ; aiid this, no doubt, would 

^ h^ve had ^ vinpleafaut pfFeft upon him, If 
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lie had forefeen the ajpproach of death, and 
had had any dire6lions to give about the dif- 
pofal of his affairs. But this, every prudent 
mail will do in good time, in health, and at 
leifure. This being fuppofed, and all appre^ 
hefijion of dying being precluded, his dying 
from home would make no difference, except 
to his friends. Let us die 'v^^hcrever we 
may, and let us be difpofed of as thofe who 
happen to be about us may think proper, 
we fhall all meet at the general fummons 
at the laft day. Whether we rife again from 
the remoteft parts of the earth, or from 
the bottom of the fea ; whether we be cotl- 
fumed by fire, or devoured by be^s, birds, 
or worms, it will make no difference. We 
have no occafion to inquire into the means 
by which tJod will effeft his purpofe of 
raifing mankind from the dead. He that 
fjas promifed is able to perform. The refur- 
Teftion of Chrifl from a ftate of a6tual un- 
quefliQuable death, is a fure pledge of ours. 
That was a real miracle^ requiring a poww 
equal to that of creation^ and our reilora- 
tion to life cannot require more. 

4. The fear of death is much increafedby 
fuperftitjon, and ftriftly fpeaking, Ihould 

not 



14 ON THE DEATH OF 

not be regarded as an eviL It is an im- 
portant part of the prefent fyftem, that men, 
as well as other animals, fliduld live in fuc^ 
cejjion^ and that the individuals fhould not 
continue upon the ftage beyond a limited, 
though uncertain time. By tliis means the 
improvement of the whole fpecies, and of 
the world, is provided for. As human na- 
ture is constituted, the fame perfons, always 
carrying about with them the fame hahiUy 
and prejudices^ acquired in early life, would 
make very flow advances in knowledge, com- 
pared with thofe that may be expefted of 
the young, who have fewer prejudices, and 
whofe minds are more impreflible than they 
become afterwards. And yet we cannot 
doubt but that this tendency to fixednefsy 
with refpeft to fentimenU 2xA charaBer^ is 
another wife part of the fame fyflem. We 
Jhould be greatly difappointed, and at a lofs 
how to act, if we did not find our friends, 
and our enemies too, in a great meafure the 
fame to-morrow that they were to-day. It 
.would be like an unexpected change in the 
properties of any other fubftances in nature. 

. Death, being the certaift lot of all, fliould 
not, however, be lamented as a particular 

evil. 
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evil. The greateft, the wifeft, and the beft 
of our fpecies, are not exempted from it ; fo 
that it is no mark of the divine difpleafure. 
The pain attending it, in itfelf confidered, 
is, I doubt not, far lefs than we are apt to 
imagine. A death properly natural y or from 
mere age (though it muft be acknowledged 
there are not many inftances of it) I am 
confident, from fa6ls known to myfelf, is no 
more painful than going to fleep. Whea 
perfons die by difeafey there is fufficient rea- 
fon to think that the laft moments are gene- 
rally the leaft painful ; and what men fufFer 
from difeafe we moft of us know already. 

The generality of mankind, who are fully 
employed in their feveral occupations, liiffer 
very little from the dread of death. It is 
chiefly nurfed by fuperfHtion, and the too 
bufy imaginations of perfons who are too 
much at their eafe, and who mix together 
things that can never meet. The man who 
thinks of any thing that takes place after he 
has expired, fuch as his being laid out, the 
coffio, the funeral ceremonies, the clofe and 
dark grave, &c. thinks of what he cannot 
know any. thirifoof when he is dead. All 

that 
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that he will recolkft is, that he fliut his 
eyes on this world, and opened them again 
(to his apprdienfion immediately after) at the 
general refurreftion. To bim all that is in- 
termediate, be the interval in itfelf ever fo 
long, will i)e nothing at all. He will feem 
to awake from a perfectly found fleep. 

5. if de^th be not naturally terrible to 
man, is it ftill lefs fo to the chrijiian ? To 
him death has no Jiingj and the grave no vicr- 
tory. To him it is a moment of triumph and 
exultation* To him it muft appear to be 
veiy improperly called death ; fmce it is the 
gate, or paflage, to a new and better life. 
To him it is, therefore, more properly a 
birth. It is a death not to himy but to his 
pains, infirmities, and imperfeftions, bodily 
and mentdL And who would not wifti t^ 
get rid of them? It is an exchange of an 
imperfe6l for a more perfe6l ftate, an exchange 
of the fociety (at leaft occafional fociety) o( 
the vicious and troublefome, for that of the 
virtuous and friendly. For heaven is a ftate 
kito which nothing unclean can enter. The 
nens) heavens and the new earth will be the 
tabode of the righteous only. And if the 

future 
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future world, in itfelf confidefed, fhould be 
no better than the prefent, would not this 
circumftance alone make it a heaven to us ? 

6. The change of our condition by death 
may not be fo great as we are apt to imagine. 
As our natures will not be changed^ but only 
improved^ we have no reafon to think that the 
future world (which will be adapted to our 
nierely improved nature) will be materially 
different from this. And, indeed, why 
fhould we alk, or expedt, any thing more ? 
If we Ihould ftill be obliged to provide for 
our fubfiftence by exercife, or labour \ is that 
a thing to be complained of, by. thofe who 
are fuppofed to have acquired fixed habits of 
induftry, becoming rational behigs, anS who 
have never been able to bear the languor of 
abfolute reft, or indolence ? Our future hap- 
pinefs has, with much reafon, been fuppofed 
to arife from an increafe of knowledge. But 
if we (hould have nothing more than the 
means of knowledge furnifhed us, as we have 
here, but be left to our own labour to find it 
out 5 is that to be complained of, by thofe 
- who will have acquired both a lo've of truth^^ 
and a habit of inquiring after it ? To make 
difcoveries ourfelves, though the fearch re- 
quire time and labour, is unfpeakably more 
D pleafing 
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pleafmg than to learn every thing by the in- 
formation of others. If the immortulity that 
is promifed to us in the gofpel, fhould not 
be neceffary and abfolute^ and we fhould only 
have the certain means of making ourfelves 
immortal, we fhould have much to be thank- 
ful for. What the fcriptures inform us 
<foncerning a future life is exprcfled in gene- 
ral terms, gnd often in figurative language. 
A more particular knowledge of it is wifely 
concealed from us. In whatever it be that 
the happinefs of heaven confifls, as it is the 
free gift of God by Jefus Cbrijiy it will exceed 
every thing to which we could, by any virtue 
of ours, lay a proper claim. 

Our deceafed friend was a mofl laborious 
inquirer after truth, but as that conflituted a 
great part of his happinefs here, fo it may do 
hereafter. We can only wifh to begin in a 
future world as we end here. A flate of con- 
tinual improvement is infinitely more pleafing 
than any fixed Jiate whatever, to fuch beinga 
as we are. 

Let us, then, neither indulge bur fears 
with refpeft to death, nor our hopes with re- 
fpecl to the flate beyond it, too much. Let 
us fear God, and we need no other fear. Let 
us love virtue, and enure ourfelves to the prac- 
tice 
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tice of it, and we (hall have fufficient ground 
of hope. Let us remember that we are men^ 
and not angeh\ and look for a happincfs 
Aiited to human nature. 

As many of you are, in a great meafure, 
ftrangers to Mr. Robinfon, whofe death has 
httn the occafion of this, difcourfe, you will 
naturally y^iih to have fome information con- 
cerning him. But of hini, as pf mbft literary 
men, much is not to be known. 

-He was a wonderful example of a* man 
rifing to confiderable eminence by his own 
exertions. His education was no other than 
that of -arvgrammar fchool, and his firft 
ferious. itwn was given- to him by the 
preaching of Mf. ^Whitfield. But he gra- 
dually devoted himfelf. wholly to the work 
of the tniniftry among the Baptifls, and 
in the difcharge of the duties of it, efpeci- 
ally in his labours among the lower ranks 
of people, he greatly diftinguifhecj himfelf. 
What you faw and heard of him here would 
give you no idea of what he had been. For 
the diforder to which he had been more than 
a year fubje6t, and' which, it is faid, was 
brought on by intenfe, and I may fay intem- 
perate, application to ftudy, had weakened h^., 

D 2 mind-' 
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mind, as well as his body, and; as is always 
the cafe, much more than he was himfelf 
aware of; though he ftill retained a fluency 
of fpeech, and a command of language, that 
few can boaft. When he was in his prime, 
he ufed, without any art, or oftentation of 
oratory, perfe6lly to command the attention 
of his audience -, and, always fpeaking extern- 
porey he could vary his fliyle and addrefs ac- 
cording to his hearers, in a manner that 
was truly wonderful. His writings difcover 
equal powers of imagination, and of judg- 
ment. His Sermons^ preached in the villages 
near Cambridge^ are remarka^e for their 
plainnefs and propriety* But at the time that- 
they were compofed he had not acquired aH. 
the fentiments that he had l?efore he died. 

What moft of all diftinguiihed Mr. Ro-i 
binfon was his earneft love of truths and his 
laborious y^^r^:^ after it. Educated in Cal-. 
viniftic principles, he was the greateft part of 
his life very zealous in the propagation of 
them. Ifeiyfelf remember hearing him many 
years ago explaining the Calvinifliic doftrine 
of jiiftification, to a crouded and very atten- 
tive audience in London. Mr. Lindfey's re- 
fignation of his living in the church of Eng^ 
land, and his writings in defence of unita-- 
:':-,} ^ rianifmy 



THE REV. R. ROBINSON. ai 

rianifm^ exciting a good deal of attention, 
Mr, Robinfon publifhed a book entitled ^? 
flea for the divinity - of Chrijiy one of the moft 
plaufible of the treatifes on that fide of the 
queftion, and the only one that Mr. Lind- 
fey thought proper to reply to. For this 
work Mr. Robinfon was very much carefled 
by the friends of the eftablifhed churchy and 
on this account, I believe it was, that he had 
the offer of confiderable preferment in the 
church of England, which, however, with 
great magnanimity, he rejefted. 

Notwithftanding his long attachment to 
the doftrine of the trinity ^ yet continuing 
to read and think on the fubjecl, he came 
at length to change his opinion, and be- 
fore he died he was one of the moft zealous 
unitarians *. The fubject of the divine unity 

■ * I have the happinefs to think that this important change 
in Mr. Robinfon's fentiments was, in fome meafure, occa* 
fioned by my own writings. For in the only letter that I 
ever received from him (which was in anfwer to one that I 
was defired to write, m order to invite him to preach ouj 
•charity fermon) he fays, what, without mentioning his 
name, I have akeady quoted in the Preface to my Letters U 
Mr, Burriy note, p. g, " I am indebted to you for the little I 
*' know of rational defenfible Chriftianity. But for your 
** friendlyiaidl.fearl fhchjliihave gone from eiithuji/tjmto 
^.de^^m i but a faith founded upon evidence refts on a rock4'* 

was 
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was generally uppermoft in his mind, and he 
urged it not only infeafotty but as you would 
obferve, even out offeafon. Such, alfo, was 
his power of perfuafion, fuch the excellence 
of his character, and the juft efteem in which 
he was held^ that, in time, his congregation 
came almbft univerfally to embrace his opi-* 
nions, as I was myfelf informed about a- 
year ago, by one of them, who had himfelf 
been a trinitarian,but who was then an uni- 
tarian. 

Mr. Robinfon has long b^n diftx»guifhed 
^s 2l writer y ^r\A his -Zeal ^:2\. dijknt^r foon 
brought upon hinj the peculiar ixidignatioa 
of the friends, of the eftabliihw^it^ Upon, 
^ery occafion of anything being brought 
before parliament in fi^vpur of the diffen- 
ters,.his Plan of LeSiures on the Principles of 
Non-conformity (which! would take this op- 
portunity of recominfending td you) has ne- 
ver failed to be produced by our enemies, as 
an evidence of our hoftile intentions with, re- 
fpefl: to the eftablifhed church. Butitis.no 
proof of the excellence of that eftabliftiment, 
Ihat fo acute an obferver as Mr/ Robinfon, 
and who, I believe, had; himfelf been a mem-* 
ber of it, fhould come to think fo ill of it.^ 
Severe as hi^ cenfures are^^ I have no doubt of* 
. .. their 
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their being perfeftlyjuft; and in xnattersof 
religion^ there is certainly no room for com-^ 
flaifancc:. Let every thing of this nature be; 
moft rigoroufly examined, and let it ftand or; 
fall by its own merit, 

I would particularly recommend to your* 
imitation Mr. Robinfon's exemplary condu6t 
in the education that he gave to his numer- 
ous family, not only in religion, but in alt 
branches of ufeful knowledge; by no means, 
neglefting his daughters. To their under-, 
ftandings his good fenfe taught him to give, 
the fame cultivation as to thofe of his fons, 
that is, the higHeft of which they were cap- 
able. Getting over a vulgar and debafing; 
prejudice -( that womien, being defigned for 
domeftic cares, fhouH be taught nothing 
beyond them) and finding his daughters cap* 
able oF it, he himfelf taught them the learned 
and the modern languages, and he got them 
inflrufted by others in mathematics and phi- 
lofophy. Certainly, the minds of women 
are capable of the fame improvement, and the 
fame furniture, as thofe of men; and it is of 
importance that, when they have leifure, they 
fhould have the fame refource in reading, and 
the fame power of inftru6ling the world by 
writing, that men have; and that if they be 

^ mothers, 
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mothers, they be capable of aflifting in the, 
inftru^lion of their children ; to which they 
have generally more opportunity to attend 
than the fathers. 

In all labours proper for his ftation, and for 
the public, Mr. Robinfon was moji abundant. 
In this let us imitate him. Whatever our re- 
lpe6live callings may be, let us like him faith- 
fully and affiduoufly difcharge the duties of 
them. Our mafter is now abfent, but he 
will in due time make his appearance. May 
we fo conduft ourfelves, as not to be ajhamed 
before him at his coming. Warned, more 
cfpecially, by the fuddennefs of the death of 
Mr. Robinfon, and that of many others of 
which we are continually hearing, let us fee 
that we be always ready ; (ince at fuch an hour 
as we think not the fon of man may come. 



THE END. 
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ADVERT'ISEMENT. 

THOUGH this difcourfe is faid to be 
publifhed at the requeft of Mr. Robinfon's 
family, it may be proper to obfervc, that 
this was only in the letter mentioned in the 
Preface, which was written even before it 
was delivered, and therefore by no means 
implies their approbation of the particulars 
contained in it. I have fince found that 
fome things advanced in it, require to be 
correfted. 

Mr. Robinf<m was educated under the 
Jlev. Jofeph Brett, at Scarning in Norfolk, 
where the late Mr. Norris, the prefent Lord 
High Chancellor, ^d moft of the gentlemen 
of that county, received the rudiments of 
learning. There Mr. Robinfon was taught 
the Latin, Greek, and French languages, and 
he vsras a great favourite with his mafter, on 
account of his " large capacity, uncommon 
*' genius, apid refined tafte," which were 
the words his mafter ufed when fpcaking of 
him at twelve years of age. He added, AlUt^ 



>19 



2& : A D V E R T lis E M E N T, 

*^ he expeded great honour from him in 
" future life." This was when Mr. Robin- 
fon was intended for the church ; and it. 
does hot appear that he was ever engaged in 
bufmefs. 

Though there is no doubt of Mr. Robin- 
fon having been an unitarian, and of the 
greater (and efpecially the younger) part of 
his congregation having become fo, during 
,his miniftry, it was not the confequence of 
his preaching the unitarian do6trine openly, 
but in an incidental, but fuch as proved to 
be the moft effeclual, manner. What is. faid 
of His fentinients and condu6l in 'this dif*- 
courle'was fuggefted chiefly by what was 
:feen of him at Birmingham. ' 
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